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Subiject: Culturaland Paleontologidakesourcef®r theDiamond Bar Golf Course Renovation
Project Cityof Diamond Bar, Los Angeles County

Dear M. Gorman

At therequesbf GPA Consulting, Inc. (GPADuke Cultural Resources Management, DURE(

C R M) hasconducted an archaeological and paleontological survey in support of the Diamond Bar
Golf Course Renovation ProjéBroject) City ofDiamond Bar, Los Angeles Coundtlgis study is

being conducted as part of compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); the
San Gabriel Vallggouncil of Governments (CO® the CEQA lead agendye purpose of this

letter is to documen an updated records searfield surveyand assisthe COG with Native
American consultation conducted for the Project under ABh&2proposed renovation was not
covered in the 2010 environmental studies or the revalidation study conducted by D@idHi€sRM

this yearfor Golden Spring®rive/Grand AvenueTo that endwe have reviewdtie following
documents:

Historic Propest Survey RepofHPSR Prepared by ICFebruan2010)

Archaeological Survey Report (ASRpared by ICKFebruarn2010)

Historical Resource Evaluation for Diamond Bar Golf Course (Sapphos Enviroramdntal),
Diamond Bar Golf Course Renovation Project (HRTR, Prepared by GPA, January 2020)
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The following is a summary of the Project related activiiesCOG, the Los Angeles County
Department of Parks and Recreatimal Metropolitan Transportation Authority propose to renovate

the Diamond Bar Golf Course (GGlburse or Projecfsee Attachment A for project mapSyand

Avenue dividethe existing Golf Course antwo parts consisting of six holes on the west and 12
holes on the east which are connected with a golf cart tunnel beneath Gran&lAreaddreeway
improvements would permanently incorporate 9.4 acres of the Golf Course, reducing the Golf Course
from 171.3 acres to 161.9 acdesnolishan existing maintenance facilggd construct a new
maintenance facilitylaximum depth of ground disturbance for the Project is eight (Bh&Etnal
Environmental Impact Report/Finding of No Significant ImpakdR/FONSI) for the SR57/SR

60 Confluence at Grand Avemieject included mitigation measigeghatthe Projet¢ continues

to be 18holeat par 72 golf courseThe proposed Project would not require the acquisition of any
rightof-way. A new Los Angeles County Flood Control District easement and relocation of Southern
California Edison utility easements are negitleid the Golf Course.

Background

The Project is located within the northwest portion of the Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province.
The Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province is distinguished by northwest trending mountain ranges
and valleys followingdlts branching from the San Andreas Fault. The Peninsular Ranges are bound
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to the east by the Colorado Desert and extend north to the San BefRidarsideCounty line,
west into the submarine continental shelf, and south into Baja Califbe@ity of Diamond Bar

is locatean thesoutleasterredge of th&an Gabriel Basin and is bound by the San Jose Hills to the
northwest and the Puente Hills to the southézsblogically, the Project is situated upan
geologic units: young alluvial fan depo@ys),(andthe Puente FormationTply. According to
surface and near surfaoi survey datiiom the National Resource Conservation Sengad)ythe
entire Project is composed of urban land of SwrenteArbolado Complex.This complex is
composed of 40 percent Urban lamdich is filand of no archaeological or paleontological interest
The remaindesf the Complexsnaturabnd is composeaf 20 percenfrbolado and Sorrento series
soils and 20 percent minor componertsboladoand Sorrend seiessoilsall have a geomorphic
position of fan aprons/footslopkess thafive percent of the Project is Zagpollo warm complex
and Counterfeit Land Urbannaplex.

Cultural Records Search

The updatedcultural resourcesecords search was conducted at the South Central Coastal
Information Center (SCCIC) danuary 8, 204ty Megan Wilson, M.A., RP&DUKE CR M. The
SCCICis part of the California Historic Resources Information Systeis)landted at California
State University, Reiton. This updated records search was condtwetermine if any cultural
resources haveerrecorded or relevant studies have beepleted since the 2010 studies prepared
for project.

Map data from the SCCiticates that there diee prehistoric archaeologisiks, one prehistoric
isolateand one historicesourcdocated within onaile of the ProjeciThree of tlese prehistoic
archaeological sitasesmall lithic scatters, each with two chert cores and between one and fifteen
chert flakesA fourth siteis alsoa small artifact scattient it consist®f a pestle, mano fragment,

stone bowl fragment, lithic flake, and aadapebbleCharcoafleckswere also noted within the

artifact scatteifhis siteunderwent Phase Il testing in 2003, during which the stone bowl fragment
was relocated and recovered but the rest of the surface scatter was not relocated. The Phase Il
excaation recovered several lithic flakes and, gralhdstonetool fragmentsThe lasis alarge

prehistoric archaeological site consisting of approximately 400 artifacts, six hearth features, as well as
ceremonial artifacts including discoidals and stone balls. The sole historic resource consists of the
Union Pacific Railroa@here are no listingsrftheNational Register of Historic Places (NRé1P)

California Register of Histal&kesources (CRHR/jthin onemile of thecurrentProjectAs part of

the current Project, the Diamond Bar Gafirse has been evaluated under the NRHP and CRHR

and beerfound to not constitute a significant resdurce

Common Approx.
. . Distance &
Primary No. Name/ Age Description .
o Direction
Identifier .
from Project
P-19-000852 Prehistoric| Small lithic scattér2 chert cores, 1 chert flake 0.35 miles eas
P-19-000853 Prehistoric| Small lithic scattér2 chert cores, 116 chert flakes 0.3 miles east
P-19-000854 Prehistoric| Small lithic scattér2 chert cores, ~5 chert flakes 0.3 miles east
P-19001414 Currier Prehistoric Sm_all artlfamc_atteﬁ pestle, mano fragment, stone bowl fragme 06 miles west
Property lithic flake, taring pebble

1 Geology of CalifpRisl. Norris and RW. Webb (1976
2Diamond Bar Golf Course RenovaticBF#qj2e20)
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02.25.20.docx 2



Duke cultural Resources Management

Gomien Distance &
Primary No. Name/ Age Description Direction

Gl from Project

§ .. .| Large lithiartifactscatteiof approximatel$00 milling tools, .

P-19002805 Prehistoric choppers, cores, discoidals, and stoneaballsll as 6 FAR featurg 09miles east
P-19101010 Prehistoric| Isolated unifacial mano 0.8 milseast
P-19186112 Historic Union PacifiRailroad 09 mileswest

g;arnéoor;fd A Ranchstyle with Polynesiamfluence style clubhouseilt in
Unknown C Historic 1964which wagpreviously determined eligible for listing in the L| Within

ourse ; NS
Clubhouse Angeles County Register of Landmarks and Historic Districts

In April 2019PDUKE CRM contaatdthe NativeAmerica HeritagegCommission (NAHC) to request

a Sacred Lands File (SLF) seamttich was returnedositive The NAHC indicated that the
Gabrielefio Band of Mission Indi@nisizh Nation should be contacted for more information about
the positive resulbative American consultation efforts angoingand will be updated under
separate cover.

Paleontological Records Search

On January7, 2@0, the Natural History Museum of Losgkles County (LACM) performed a
paleontological records search to locate fossil localities tigthroject and itsicinity. The
paleontologicakcords search produced no fossil localities within the Rimegheleverfossil
localitiesarewithin five miles in similar deposits to those underlying the Projec

1
1

LACM 8014 produced remains of bisBis@hin young alluvial fan deposits approximately
four miles east of the Project at an unspecified depth;

LACM 1728 produced remains of hoiseu(us and camelQamelgps young alluvial fan
depositeasbf the Project at 18620 feet below ground surface;

LACM 7190 produced extensive remains of boney fish, including deep sea smelts
(Bathylagidae), lantern fish (Myctophidae), jacks (CanarayidaberringsGanolytesd
Etringysin the Puente Formati@pproximately 0.75 miles northwafsthe Project at an
unspecified depth;

LACM 7153 produceextensiveemains of pipefish (Syngnathidae), including the holotype
of Syngnathus emgrittiee Puente Formatioapproximately two miles north of the Project
at an unspecified depth

LACM 6171 produced remains of herri@gr{olydes the Puente Formation approximately
four miles northwest of the Project at an unspecified depth;

LACM 5837 and ACM 6170 produced remains of sdadcépteyusnd oilfish Thyrsocles
kriegarfromthePuente Formation approximately 4 miesiof the Project at an unspecified
depth;

LACM 74907492 produced extensive remains of deep sea smelt (Bathylagidae), scad
(Decapteyuserrings Ktringuscintillangnd Ganolytes cgmaoakernLompogyiamackerel
(Scombeand snake mackef€hyrsocles kripgetthe Puente Formation approximately five
miles east of the Project at an unspecified dagth

LACM 8017produced remains of herrifgtringus scintillamsl Ganolytes cameackerel,
(Scombridae), co&glipgsand eel (Anguilliformes)tie Puente Formation approximately
four miles southwest of tiReojectat an unspecified dépt

2/25/2020(\\ 192.168.1.24BocumentsProjects C-0310 SR 580 IC and Golf Cours&eport SR57 and SR60 Golf Course Revalidation Memo
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Cultural/Paleontological Field Survey

A combinedntensiveand reconnaissanievelpedestriarsurveyof the Projectvas conducted on
November 132019 by Nicholas HearthM.A., RPA,of DIKE C R M. Photayraphswere takerof

the Project areand dcationinformation for each photograph was als@don a printed map of

the Project The golf course is landscajped heavily vegetated, with soils rarely exposed (<1%
visibility) in roughs between fairwayeas of exposed soil wergject to 145 nmeterpedestrian
transectsAll observed soil was fill, and no archeological resources were ahs@rgetie survey
SeeAttachmen8 for Project photographs

Cultural Resource Recommendations

Due tothe highlevel of ground disturbanttat likely occurredwithin the golf courseluring its
construction, the golf course portion of the Prgjaat be considered kavelow sensitiity for
archaeological deposiBKE CRM finds thatthe Projecthasa low potental to yield intact
subsurface archaeological deposits, whighgradethe potential assigd to the previoysroject
APE in 2010No archaeological monitoring is recommended.

In the event of unanticipatadchaeologicdiscoveriesll construction psonnel shall be informed

of the needo stop ground disturbingork within 50 feet of the findntil a qualified archaeologist

has beeretainedo assess thmature andignificance of the find and implement appropriate measures

to protect orscientifically remove the find. Construction personnel shall also be informed that
unauthorized collection of cultural resources is prohibited. In the absence of a determination, all
archaeological resources shall be considered significant. If theisedet@mcrined to be significant,

the archaeologist shall prepare a research design and recovery plan for t(ge Hedmuresource

is prehistoric in nature, Native Americans shall be consulted.

If human remains are discovered during construatiamyoearthmoving activities, the County
Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. No further disturbance shall occur until the County
Coroner has made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code
Section 5097.98.tHle human remains are determined to be prehistoric, the Coroner must notify the
NAHC, which will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The designated MLD may
make recommendations to @G for means of treating of, with appropriate digttisy human

remains and any associated grave goods.

Paleontological Resource Recommendations

Based on a review of the geologic map and the paleontological records search results, the young
alluvial fan deposit®yf) and Puente Formatiomply that unddie the Project have documented
history of producing fossil remains. The uppamg alluvial fan deposi@yf) are too young to

contain fossil remains, but transition with depth into older deposits of high paleorgeisiivety

andare assigneadhigh sensitivity approximately five (5) feet below the surfagente Formation
deposits are assigned a high sensitivity at the uriagew of abuilts for the existing Golf Course
indicated initial and finished grade but do not irdieedepth of grading the Golf Course underwent

to achieve the current topograpltyough m geotechnical reports or boring logs for the Project were
available for review was indicated that the geotechnical borings were unable to discriminate between
fill and native sedimerifthe high sensitivity of the geologic formations in the Project indicate that it
has a high potential to impact paleontological resources.

Upon final project design and prior to the beginning of construction, a qualified paleontologist shall
review thdinal project planandallgeotechnicakports includingoring logsto determine whether

2/25/2020(\\ 192.168.1.24BocumentsProjects C-0310 SR 580 IC and Golf Cours&eport SR57 and SR60 Golf Course Revalidation Memo
02.25.20.docx 4



Duke cultural Resources Management

construction activities would affect native sediments containing sensitive paleontological resources.
Possiblyany native sediment will be highly sensitiveltmmalogical resources as all young alluvial

fan deposits were potentially removed during golf course constitwigualified paleontologist

shall provide his/her findings in writing and provide recommendations for paleontological monitoring
during castruction if necessary. If construction activities would not disturb native sediments, no
further mitigation would be required. If construction activities would occur in native sediments
identified as being sensitive for paleontological resourceslifiedqualeontologist shall prepare a
Paleontological Resources Impact Mitigation Plan (PRIMP) consistent with the guidelines of the
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP)

Thank you for contactifig KE C R M on this request. If you have any questoremments, you
can contact me at (949) 3850 or by-enail atcurt@dukecrm.com

Sincerely,

DUKE CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT, LLC

P

— -~

—

Curt Duke, M.A., RPA
PresidentPrincipalArchaeologist

Attachmenrg
A- Project Map
B- ProjectPhotographs

3 Best Practice Guidelines for Repositing and Disseminating Contextual Data Associate8WHt(PGepbrate Fossils
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ATTACHMENT A

PROJECT MAPS
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ATTACHMENT B

PROJECT PHOTOGRAPHS
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Figure 1 Overview ofHole 12 View northeast

Figure 2. Overviewfrom Hole 9. View toeast
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Figure 3. Overviewfrom Hole 5, showing exped soil. Vieworthwest

Figure 4. Example of fill at Hole 2.



